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up the instructions and to sign them, in order that they might be forwarded to Chatillon. On the eve of the Battle of Champaubert, the Duke said to the Emperor: <<:Sire, the powers are ready.}> <(I will sign them tomorrow,* replied Napoleon. (<If I should be killed they will not be wanted; if I should conquer we shall then be able to treat with better advantage.w
Next day the Duke of Bassano, who, it is well known, was with the Emperor in all his battles, went to him after the victory, and presented to him the powers which he bad promised to sign. The Emperor made the same reply as that which he had given on the preceding day. The Duke of Bassano withdrew much disappointed. On the evening of the Battle of Montmirail he again urged the Emperor to sign the powers. But some strange visions had entered the Emperor's brain. He smiled, and, looking at the maps of France and Europe which lay before him: <( I now stand in such a situation that I need not yield an inch of ground,w said he to the Duke, <(and I will sign nothing.w
The campaign in France is a sublime effort of Napoleon's genius, and places him in the rank of the most celebrated captains, if not at their head. But what result did he anticipate ? What conclusion could be expected from partial victories like those of Montmirail and Champaubert, while innumerable legions covered our plains on the North and South. The Congress of Chatillon, it is true, held out some hope, but, as I have before observed, the presence of three envoys from England might have opened the eyes of the Emperor, even though he had been blinded by the blaze of his ancient glory. The following anecdote, the correctness of which I can vouch for, I had from the party concerned:
When the Comte d'Artois arrived at Vesoul he was accompanied by several persons attached to the Bourbon cause, while a crowd of persons, who came to meet him, were awaiting his arrival to pay homage to him such as never was rendered to Napoleon. The Prince had met with an old Swiss officer, named Wildermetz. This person was dispatched to the Russian Headquarters to request that the Emperor Alexander would authorize the Comte d'Artois, and I believe the Due de Berry, to proceed to the Headquarters of the Allied Sovereigns, andirs,e of his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
